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GETTING TO HEAVEN. 


This is a common phrase often heard from | 
the lips of Christians, and it expresses the 


common hope of the Christian world. Every 
one hopes to reach heaven, or at least thinks 
he does. Certainly every one desires to es- 
cape pain and sorrow and to obtain happiness. 
But there are many things in our life which 
may cause us to doubt whether we really 
desire to attain heavenly happiness. 


If we do, why are we not successful? 


Who hinders? Certainly the Lord does not. 
He is doing all in His power to lead us into it 
and to confer it upon us. The gates of heav- 
en are not only “ajar” so that we can get a 
glimpse of its glories, but they stand wide 
open, and the angels not only invite us to 


enter, but they are ever ready to give us all | 
the help we are willing to receive from them | 
to introduce us to heavenly joys. If we de | 


sire to enter heaven, then why do we not? 
here is the hindrance? There is a fallacy 
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| get there, which it may be useful to consider. 
| The common idea of getting to heaven, is 
of going to some place in which we shall be 
free from the infirmities and temptation to 
which we are exposed in this world, and where 
all the conditions of life will be favorable to 
our happiness. We attach great importance 
to the going away, and flatter ourselves that 
‘the change of circumstances and the new 
relations will be the efficient means of our 
happiness. 

But this is an entire mistake. The going 
and the changed conditions are the effect of 
our having gained heaven, and not the cause 
of it. The kingdom of heaven must get into 
us and be established within us before we can 
get into it. Heaven is a state of the soul, as 
well as a place, and it is the state of the soul 
which determines the place we shall occupy 
in the spiritual world and all its surroundings. 
The Lord prepares a place for us in the heay- 
enly mansions, by bringing us into a state to 
oceupy it. The principle of our admission 
into any good in the spiritual world, and the 
means of admission are the same as in this. 
The Lord admits the blind man into the heay- 
en of light, by changing the state of his eyes. 
He introduces all His creatures into the heaven 
of speech and harmony by forming the ear. 
So He prepares a place for us in heaven, by 
preparing in us a place for His love and wis- 
dom which constitute heaven. 

If we regard the subject from this point of 
view, it will change our phraseology some- 
what concerning it. Weshall speak of bring- 
ing heaven to us, rather than of going away 


to find it; of getting it into us rather than 


of our getting into it. This is the true point 
of view from which to regard it, and if we 
give the subject a faithful examination in this 
light, it may reveal to us a state of character 
in ourselves which it may be useful for us to 
know, though the discovery may not be pleas- 
ant. We may find that we are not so desirous 
of gaining heaven as we thought. 

Heaven is a state of purity. Do we desire 
to come into such a state? If we do, we 
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shall be seeking to remove every impurity 
from our thoughts and affections. We shall 
shun every act that has a stain upon it, and 
we shall be diligent in procuring the means 
of spiritual cleansing, and faithful in apply- 
ing them to our lives. 

All the inhabitants of heaven love the 
truth; they love to learn the truth and to 
speak it. Are we desirous of getting into 
this state? Do we love the truth better than 
our own opinions? If we do, we shall seek 
for it and keep our minds open to welcome it 
as a beloved guest whenever it comes; and 
we shall be careful to speak the truth at all 
times, and to all persons. By so doing, one 
of the important principles of the kingdom 
of heaven will be formed in us, and to the 
degree of its formation, we shall enter heaven 
through that gate. 


Heaven is a state of love to the neighbor | 
The golden rule is 
The angels 


—of genuine charity. 
the lowest law of heavenly life. 
love others better than they love themselves. 
Do we desire to come into this state? If we 
do, we shall find an abundance of work before 
us. But we shall do it. 
mace room for this principle of heaven within 
us, by removing our selfish and worldly af- 
fections, and we shall strive to make it a 
pense of our natures by doing what the 
aws of charity teach. 


Here is a wide field for our effort, and an! 


ample test for the sincerity of our desire to 
et to heaven. If we try to bring heaven 
own into all the conditions and relations of 
our daily life, we have very good evidence 
that we are sincere, and we have good ground 
to hope that we shall succeed. Suppose we 


should set it before us as the end of daily 


life to bring the heaven which is formed by 
genuine charity down to earth, and should go 
diligently about it, how it would change all 
human relations and conditions. . 

The true way to think of getting to heaven, 
and to work for it, is to do our best to bring 
heaven down to earth, and to establish its 

rinciples in all the forms of earthly life. 

e must bring it into our homes and make 
a heaven there. 
into the kitchen and parlor and dining-room, 
and into every apartment in the house. We 
must bring it into the relations of mistress 
and maid, of parent and child. Where love 
and truth reign, there is heaven. The me- 
chanic is as near heaven in his shop, or the 
merchant in his store, or the farmer in his 
field, if he does his work, if he buys and sells, 
pleats and reaps, from the love of being use- 

ul, as the minister in the pulpit, or the de- 


votee in his closet. Every useful work, and 
every innocent and necessary recreation is 
an open door for the admission of heaven 


into the soul. There is, however, but one 


We shall seek to; 


We must bring its principles | 


key that will unlock this door and open it to 
the heavenly visitors, and that is charity. 
The Lord seeks us through every avenue, 
He knocks at every door, and when we open 
one, He comes in and brings heaven with Him, 

The true and only way to get to heaven is 
to live a heavenly life here in this world, 
and according to the degree of our love for 
its principles, and our efforts to bring those 
| principles into our daily life, is our real de- 
\sire to get to heaven; and we shall never 
get any nearer to it, or come more fully into 
‘it, than we are carried by our love of the 
‘Lord and the neighbor. Instead of thinking 
‘about getting to heaven, then, let us think 
about becoming an embodiment of heavenly 
| principles; then we shall be in heaven where- 
ever we are, we shall carry heaven with us 
wherever we go, and it will be as impossible 
for us to get out of heaven as it is to get away 
from oursel ves.—Selected. 
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MINISTRY IN THE SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS. 


(Continued from page 471.) 
EDIFICATION OF THE CHURCH. 


THE 


The literal derivative meaning of “ edifi- 
cation” is the construction of a building, and 
in this process are included the preparation 
ef materials, the construction of the walls 
and other parts, and the finishing, both 
within and without. The Apostle com- 
pares the Church to a building. Tho 
Great Architect is the Spirit of the Lord, 
but under Him, ministers are builders, and 
into their hands is given a share in the dou- 
ble work of converting sinners and perfecting 
saints. The former is illustrated by the prep- 
aration of materials, and their erection into 
a framework; the latter by the finishing, 
both within and without. As in the natural, 
so in the spiritual; all the materials of the 
Lord’s house must undergo some change by 
way of preparation. The stately cedar, the 
majestic oak, the massive rock, and the beau- 
tiful mineral, must all be subjected to change. 
Even their natural comeliness and beauty 
must be partly sacrificed. And when they 
are prepared and brought together and reared 
into a building, then much labor is needed to 
| perfect it within and without for a habitation. 
So whatever natural excellencies of charac- 
'ter sinners may possess, they must be con- 
‘sidered out of the fold, unregenerate, dead, 
‘and subject to wrath, until they surrender, 
‘until their wills submit to the Lord, until the 
|aim, intention and purpose of their souls are 
‘to do His.will. And when they do surrender, 
| when their wills submit to the Lord’s will, 
| when their intention becomes so changed as 
‘that they have a settled gerne to do 
| His will, they are to be considered saints, chil- 








dren of our Father in Heaven, even though 
they exhibit many frailties, and need diligent 


care and labor to perfect them. Hence the) 
apostle usually speaks of mankind as being | 


either saints or sinners; yet his language 
plainly implies that the former class contains 
various stages of growth, and varying 
states of spiritual health and vigor. If we 
would rightly “divide the word,” we must 
not forget the solemn fact that all men are 
upon one side or the other of the great divid- 
ing line, even as we speak to them: and to the 
sincere-hearted though feeble Christian who 
desires and strives to serve the Lord, we must 
not dispense the same portion as to the un- 
repentant sinner, or to the cold-hearted Phari- 
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| It has been considered a defect in the min- 
‘istry of the Society of Friends years ago, 
| that it did not sufficiently recognize the ne- 
cessity of conversion; thatit undertook the 
| impossible task of perfecting the unconverted, 
But the defect will hardly be less, if, in the re- 
action, we come to consider conversion, as 
ordinarily understood, to be the only thing 
to be labored for. Of the multitudes who 
“come to Jesus” in the various religious as- 
semblies throughout our land, how few com- 
paratively ever attain to true Christian de- 
velopment. Of how many must it be said 
that their conduct does not give proof of any 
spiritual change, and how does the flaming 
zeal that spares not itself in earnest labor to 





see, full of outside goodness, to be seen of| 
men. And if we deem ourselves called upon | 
to speak to individual conditions, we should | 
endeavor to be so clear in our descriptions, | 
as that our language will not be ap-| 
plicable to any others than those spec-| 
ial conditions. Many tender souls have) 
been greatly disturbed with doubt and 
fear and dejection, if not with despair, 
by communications not designed for them, | 
and yet couched in such general and indefi- 
nite terms as to render them possibly applica- 
ble. To those who are weak in the faith, timid, 
nervous, and prone to doubt, our message 
should be one of encouragement, even though 
they abound in infirmities. Agitation and| 
fearfulness will depress them, whilst hope) 
and encouragement will tend to build them) 
up in the most holy faith which overcomes 
their weaknsss through the power of Jesus. 

“The perfecting of the saints” needs ten- 
derness and delicacy and wisdom, growing 
out of a deep and genuine Christian experi- 
ence, on the part of the minister. Its re- 
sults may be less visible, less striking, but| 
can scarcely be of less importance than those | 
which follow ministrations of converting) 
power; for the precious boon of life is of 
short duration in the infant that does not re- 
ceive care and nourishment. A neglect of| 
this consideration causes much labor to be| 
lost. Ministers and whole churches make 
earnest and spasmodic efforts to convert men 
—to turn their feet in the right way and to| 
take the first steps therein, and then leave) 
them in their helpless infancy to weaken, and | 
linger and die. 

It is, indeed, essential that men be con-| 
verted, but it is no less essential that they be) 
kept in a state of conversion. Wonderful, | 
indeed, is the Divine work which results in a 
sinner’s being born again; but no less won- 
derful is the keeping power of the Lord which 
sustains the life already given: and these op-| 
erations are often largely wrought through 
the gifts which Christ hath received for and 
given to men. 





bring men to Christ, too often flag and inter- 
mit as it measures the ceaseless though less 
demonstrative work of “ presenting every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus.” Not so with him 
whose success in planting the early churches 
was so marked. How he longed to see the 
faces of his absent children in Christ, that 
he might perfect that which was lacking in 
their faith; and to this end how earnestly 
he labored with tongue and pen and holy 
prayer. If we have failed in the past to call 
upon men with sufficient distinctness and 
earnestness to “ repent and be converted, that 
their sins may be blotted out,” and have not 
used all those means which the Lord has 
often blessed to the stirring up of an anxious 
inquiry amongst men as to what they shall 
do to be saved, we may well rejoice at the 
evidences of greater attention to these points 
by our ministers of the present day. The 
self-congratulation which would attempt to 
recommend itself to others by saying that we 
are not “a proselyting people,” should no 
longer be known amongst us. Let us bring as 
many as possible to the feet of the Saviour, 
Let us stir men to “ repentance towards God 
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ;” and 
whilst doing these let us not leave undone the 
equally important after-work so necessary to 
secure the full results of ourlabor. We can- 
not afford to lose that precious characteristic 
of our ministry which has been a powerful 
means of promoting amongst us a higher 
standard of religious character, and which 
will be needed all the more on account of 
fresh accessions to our membership and con- 
gregations in consequence of renewed and in- 
creased zeal for the conversion of men, And 
if in edifying the Chureh, which is His body, 
our Master sees meet to dispense different 
kinds of gifts to different workmen, let us 
value them all and give them all due place. 
Often the wise men after the flesh, the might 

and the noble, refuse obedience to the call, 
and the prophetic mantle falls upon the hum- 
ble and illiterate follower of the Lord Jesus ; 


| yet through such an instrument the power of 
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God unto salvation often flows to individuals 
and to churches who are thirsting for the 
water of life. Let not the little ones be de- 
spised, but cherished and encouraged in the 
Master’s service, that al/ may be comforted 
and all may be edified. 


VOCAL PRAYER. 


Prayer, in its simplest element, is an act of 
soul towards God, to be exercised not merely at 
stated times, but as ofien as the soul turns 
specially towards Him. It needs no formality 
and no expression by voice, posture, or man- 
ner, to induce the Divine cognizance or to 
commend it to the Divine acceptance. Never- 
theless vocal prayer has its use. One of the} 
many ways in which our Heavenly Father 
does good to men is by causing what he does 
in one soul to promote the same work in 
other souls. Robert Barclay says, “God 
hath seen meet, so long as his children are in 
this world, to make use of the outward senses, 
as a means to convey spiritual life, as by 
speaking, praying, praising, &c.” The design 
of the expression of prayer is to affect men, | 
rather than to reach God the more effectually. 
The natural expression of feeling tends to'| 
arouse similar feelings in those that hear, and | 
is exhibited in language, countenance and 
posture. The uncovering of the head indi 
cates our reverence and readiness to serve,— 
the upward-looking, that we feel Him to be 
exalted far above us,—the uplifting of the 
hands, our expectation of receiving gond 
from Him,—the bowing of the body, that we 
are totally surrendered unto Him to do with 
us as he pleases. But more than all these is 
the earnest language which tells to others 
what God already knows, the feelings of our 
hearts, and through which He often conde- 
scends “to convey spiritual life” to the 
hearers. 

But Christians find many hindrances to 
vocal prayer, for its exercise is frequently 
useful, and therefore likely to be called for, 
on those occasions which present the greatest 
temptations to deny Christ before men or| 
which offer the greatest obstructions to the 
confession of His name. Were we always in 
the presence of Christian friends who deeply 
sympathize with us, we should fiad little diffi- 
culty. But in the presence of the ungodly, 
the worldly-minded, or even before brethren 
who misunderstaad us and therefore are not 
in earnest sympathy, the cross is often very 

reat; and sometimes it is greater than all 
in the midst of our familics, who are so fa- 
miliar with the foibles and infirmities of our 
more private life. Because of these hin- 
drances the Spirit often powerfully constrains 

us, and if we persistently resist and disobey, the 
fountains of spiritual feeling dry within our 
souls, and we fail to experience the richness 


REVIEW. 


of the blessing which comes upon the willin 
and the obedient. But to those who yield 
obedience, and, casting aside all doubt and 
over-carefulness as to how they shall succeed, 
venture all upon Christ, the act becomes eas- 
ier and easier. As willingness is wrought, 
the powerful constraining of the Spirit- di- 
minishes, until it becomes a liberty, a freedom, 
a gentle intimation under which we may 
safely enter upon the service. 

(To be continued.) 

For Friend’s Review." 

WHAT THE HOLY BIBLE SAYS OF ITSELF. 


BY M. R. H. 
(Concluded from page 485.) 


THE OBJECT FOR WHICH THE BIBLE WAS 
GIVEN. 


Next we will consider the object for which 
the Bible was given to us. ‘These are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that be- 
lieving, ye might have life through His 
name.” John xx.31. This is the primary 
object, and we may trace it throughout the 
Bible, from Genesis to Revelation. It is life 
from the dead that is offered to us—eternal 
life, eternal happiness ‘‘and this life is in 
His Son.” Our Lord Himself showed this 
to His disciples on the way to Emmaus, 
when, ‘Beginning at Moses, and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself.” 

As we become partakers of this life 
through faith in Jesus Christ, ‘‘Our Father” 
has insured to us instruction and consolation 
in these inspired records. ‘For whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were written 
for our learning, that we, through patience 
and comfort of the Seriptures, might have 
hope.” Ro. xv.4. And Paul writes to 
Timothy: “From a child thou hast known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation through faith which 
isin Christ Jesus. All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine,for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness; that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works” II Tim. iii.15-17. 

We will find doctrine, precept, and illus- 
tration are interwoven throughout, and we 
cannot without loss to ourselves leave any 





one of these unnoticed. 


THE USE TO BE MADE OF THE BIBLE. 

“Seek ye out the book of the Lord, and 
read.” Is. xxxiv.16. “Search the Scriptures; 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life : 
and they are they which testify of me. And 
ye will not come to me that ye might have 








life.’ John v.39 40. 
quickeneth ; 


the flesh profiteth nothing ; 
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“It is the Spirit that | not before all the congregation of Israel, 
the | with the women and the little ones, and the 


words that I speak unto you they are spirit | | strangers that were conversant among them.” 


and they are life.” Jobn vi. 63. 
thou in the things which thou hast learned 
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom 
thou hast learned them; and that from a 
child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures.” 
II Tim. iii. 14-15. 

To ‘become wise unto salvation’ in search- 
ing the Scriptures, we must come to Jesus, 
and sit at His feet, as Mary did. In a hum- 
ble, childlike spirit, praying for the help of 
the Holy Ghost, we shall learn and be com- 
forted and be built up in our ‘most holy 
faith.’ Our Lord has warned us that if we 
will not hear Moses and the prophets, neither 
will we be persuaded though one rose from 
the dead. Luke xvi.31. He has also given 
us the promise of the Holy Spirit to guide 
us into all truth, and to take the things of 
Jesus and to show them to us_ So that we 
need come in no doubtful state of mind, but 
in the full assurance of faith. Peter also 
exhorts us to add to our fai h virtue, and to 
virtue knowledge; so that we are responsible 
for the right use of these records given to us 
by Him who knows what is in man, and 
therefore wisely adapts all the means for our 
complete salvation to our needs. 

We have the example of holy men of old 
and of our Lord Himself in the diligent use of 
the Bible—-and it is here, as well as in other 
things that‘‘the hand of the diligent maketh 
rich.” The Israelites were commanded, 
‘Lay up these my words in your heart and 
in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon 
your hand, that th y may be as frontlets be- 
tween your eyes. And ye shall teach them 
your children, speaking of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest 
by the way, when thou liest down and when 
thou risest up. And thou shalt write them 
upon the door posts of thine house,and upon 
thy gates.” Deut. xi. 18-20. And “In the 
ilaeadty of the year of release, in the feast 
of tabernacles, when all Israel is come to 
appear before the Lord thy God in the place 
which He shall choose, thou shalt read this 
law before all Israel intheir hearing. Gather 
the people together, men, and women, and 
children, and thy stranger that is within thy 
gates, that they may “hear, and that they 
may learn, and fear the Lord your God, and 
observe to do all the words of this law; and 
that their childien, which have not known 
anything, may hear and learn to fear the 
Lord your God.” Deut. xxxi.10-13. Very 
soon after the Israelites had passed over 
Jordan into the promised land, Joshua gatb- 
ered all of them on Mount E bal and Mcunt 
Gerizim and ‘There was not a word of all 


that Moses commanded which Joshua read | 


“Continue | 


Joshua viii.35. 

Josiah sent and gathered to him all the 
elders of Judah and Jerusalem, ‘‘and the king 
went up into the house of the Lord, and 
all the men of Judah, and all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem with him, and the priests and 
the prophets and all the people, both small 
and great; and he read in their ears all the 
words of the book of the covenant, which 
was found in the house of the Lord. And 
the king stood by a pillar, and made a 
covenant before the Lord, to walk after the 
Lord, and to keep His commandments, and 
His testimonies and His statutes, with all their 
heart and all their soul, to perform the words 
of this covenant that were written in this 
book: and all the people sto.d to the cove- 
nant.” IL Kings xxiii.1-3. 

The Psalmist says,‘‘Thy word have [ hid in 
mine heartthat I might n»t sin against thee;”’ 
“TI will meditate in thy precepts.” “Thy tes- 
timonies also are my delight, and my coun- 
sellors,” and “I will walk at liberty, for I 
seek thy precepts.” ‘The law of thy mouth 
is better unto me than thousands of gold and 
silver.” 

Daniel was a diligent student of the Holy 
Scriptures in his day, for “In the first year 
of Darius,’ he wrote, ‘I Daniel understood 
by books the number of the years, whereof 
the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the 
prophet, that he would accomplish seventy 
years in the desolations of Jerusalem.” By 
this he was encouraged in prayer and suppli- 
cation to confess the sins of his people and 
plead for forgiveness, and that the Lord 
would shine upon them again. And this 
prayer was heard and answered. Dan. ix. 

When the captivity was ended and the 
Jews had rebuilt the walls of their city, 
Nehemiah records a great meeting of the 
people; ‘All the people gathered themselves 
together as one man into the street that was 
before the water gate, and they spake unto 
Ezra the scribe, to bring the book of the 
law of Moses, which the Lord had com- 
manded to Israel. And Ezra the priest 
brought the law before the congregation, both 
of men and women, and all that could hear 
with understanding, upon the first day of the 
seventh month. And he read therein before 
the street that was before the water gate, 
trom the morning until mid-day ; before the 
men and thewomen and those that could under- 
stand; and the ears of all the people were 
attentive unto the book of the law. And 
Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood 
which they had made for the purpose ; and 
beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, 
and Anaiab, and Urijah, and Hilkiab, and 
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Maaseiah, on his right hand ; and on his left 
hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, 
and Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechariah 
and Meshullam. 
in the sight of all the people; (for he was 
above all the people;) and when he opened it 
all the people stood up. And Ezra blessed 
the Lord, the great God, and all the people 
answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their 
hands: and they bowed their heads, and 
worshipped the Lord with their faces to the 
ground. Also Jeshua and Bani, and Shere- 
biah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodi- 
jah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Joza- 
bad, Haran, Pelaiah, and the Levites, 
caused the people to understand the law: 
and the people stood in their place. 


and gave the sense and caused them to un- 
derstand the reading’.’ Neh. viii.1-8. 

All these occasions were times of progress 
or reformation, when the people being wil- 
ling and attentive to what was written, their 
hearts were stirred up to follow the Lord 
more fully. 

The Lord Jesus when tempted in the wil- 
derness repelled Satan with the words “Itis 
written.” And in Luke is the beautiful 


narrative of His teaching in that little town 
embosomed in the hills of Galilee, which 
comes to us from the past like a breath from 
heaven full of sweetness and peace. 


“And 
He came to Nazareth, where He had been 
brought up: and, as His custom was, he 
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, 
and stood up for to read. And there was de- 
livered unto Him the book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when He had opened the book, 
he found the place where it was writt n, The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He 
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 
the poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to tlte cap- 
tives, and re overing of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised, to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 
And he closed the book,and He gave it again 
to the minister, and sat down. And the 


eyes of all them that were in the synagogue | 
And He began to} 


were fastened on Him. 
say unto them, This day is this Scripture 
falfilled in your ears. And all bare Him 
witness, and wondered at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of His mouth.”” Luke 
iv.16-22. Peter and Stephen and Paul 
showed in their ministry their thorough 
knowledge of the Old Testament. Apollos 
was “mighty in the Scriptures,” and Timothy 
had known them from a child. At Thessalo- 
nica there was a synagogue of the Jews, 
and when Paul came there on one of his 
evangelizing tours “‘As his manner was he 
went in unto them, and three Sabbath days 


|daily, whether these things are so.” 


So they | 
read in the book,in the law of God distinctly, | 





reasoned with them out of the Scriptures, 
opening and alleging that Christ must needs 


| have suffered,and risen again fromthe dead.” 
And Ezra opened the book | 


When the Jews there would not hear but 
drove him away by persecution, Paul and 
Silas went to Berea; there they found a peo- 
ple more noble than the Thessalonians, “in 
that they received the word with all readi- 
ness of mind, and searched the Scriptures 
Acts 
XXvii. 

So well were the writers of the New Tes- 
tament versed in the Old Testament, that 
there are nearly eight hundred quotations 
from and allusions to the more ancient 
records interwoven in their books. 

RECAPITULATION. 


Thus we learn from the Bible itself, that 


| God, ‘who at sundry times and in divers man- 


ners spake in times past to the fathers” has 
chosen holy men, moved by the Holy Ghost, 
through whom he has given these “lively 
oracles” to us. 

That He, who is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, has so loved us that He has given us 
the Bible in order “that we might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing we might have life through 
His name.” 

That we are responsible for the right use 


|of the Holy Scriptures, and that as we come 


to their perusal in the spirit of a little child, 
with our eye fixed upon Him who has the 
key of David, and praying for the Holy 
Spirit to seal their truths upon our hearts, 
they are able to make us wise unto salva- 
tion through faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
It is ‘the hand of the diligent that makes 
rich,’ and in no other field can we gather 
riches superior to these—riches that help us 


| to grow in the knowledge of God and of our 


Lord Jesus Christ—riches that bring hope 


and comfort to the soul—riches that are 


“profitable for d ctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instraction in righteousness ; 
that the man of God may be perfect, thor- 


| ougbly furnished unto all good works.” 


From The British Friend. 
ANGLO-CATHOLICISM. 

I want to bring under the notice of Friends 
a little book which has been published “For 
the use of Schools,” by an Essex clergyman 
—I hope he does not get tithes (or title) from 
any of our “Friends,” It is to be had of 
“Mosley, 6 Paternoster Row, London,” for 
Twopence, and is entitled, “Some Questions 
on the Church Catechism, &c.” I will give 4 
sample of its contents :— 

1. What is your name? Answer. N. or M. 

2. Who gave you this name? A. My Godfathers 
and Godmothers. 

3- Who are your Godfathers and Godmothers? A. 
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Those selected by my natural father and mother, and 
approved of by the Church, to represent my spiritual 
Father and Mother. 

4. What are the duties of your Godfathers and God- 
mothers? A. First, to explain to me the solemn vow, 
promise, and profession, which they made in my be- 
half at my baptism. Secondly, to see that I be virtu- 
ously and godly brought up to lead a Christian life. | 
Thirdly, to see that I am presented at the proper age to | 
the bishop, in whose presence I am to take upon my. | 
self the promises they made in my behalf, and to re- | 
ceive from his hands the rite of confirmation. 

5. When did your Godfathers and Godmothers give 
youthis name? A. When I was baptized. 

6. What name do you call this? A. My Christian | 
name. 

7. Why do you call it your Christian name? A. 
Because it was given to me when I was made a Chris- | 
tian. My surname I received from my earthly parents, | 
being my name in my natural state. My Christian 
name from the Church, on becoming spiritually the 
child of God. 

8. When were you made a Christian? A. When1 | 
was baptized. 

g. Can any one become a Christian without bap- 
tism? A. No. The Church holds in the case of the | 
martyrs of the early Church who were desirous of re- 
ceiving baptism, but were put to death previously, that 
the baptism as it were with their blood was equivalent. 

10. In what light must we view those who have 
never been baptized? A. As the heathen, whether | 
they be old or young, notwithstanding they may be in 
the habit of attending divine worship. 

11. What is baptism? A. Being born again of | 
water and the Spirit. 

12. How are persons baptized? A. By being 
dipped in or sprinkled with water, at the same time 
that the words “I baptize thee in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” are | 
pronounced over them, by the officiating priest. 

13. By whom is this rite performed? A. By per 
sons who are invested with spiritual authority. 

18. How does God become our Father? A. Be- 
cause in baptism we are made members of Christ, and 
therefore children of God. 

19. What other privilege attaches to baptism? A. | 
We become inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven, 

20, What do you mean by the word member? A. | 
I mean the being a part of any body, asthe arm or leg | 
is part of our natural body. 


64. Was the mother of Christ a virgin both before 
and after His birth? A. According to the prophetical 
Scriptures, our Saviour was to be born of a virgin; 
and it has been the belief of the Church of God in all 
ages, that she continued a virgin ever after. 

76. What do you mean. by the Catholic Church? 
A. I mean that visid/e society of faithful men all over 
the world, which is called by the name of Christ, and 
governed according tothe appointment of the Apostles, 
by Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

82. You said that the Church is governed according 
to the Apostles’ institution, by Bishops, Priests and 
Deacons; what pretension then, has the Church of Scot- 
land, as it is popularly called,to be considered a Church 
at all, seeing that it rejects the order of Bishops, re- 


| taining only the orders of Priests and Deacons ?* A. 


It is the Church which is established in that country 
by law, and therefore it is regarded by the State as a 
true Church. Its distinctive title, however, is “the 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland.” or “the Kirk,” 
and is not, in reality, *he Church of Seotland. 

85. We have amongst us various Sects and Denomi- 
nations who go by the general name of Dissenters. In 
what light are we to consider them? A. As heretics; 
and in our Litany we expressly pray to be delivered 
from the sins of ‘false doctrine, heresy, and schism.’’ 

86. Is then their worship a laudable service? A. 
No; because they worship God according their own 
evil and corrupt imaginations, and not according to 
His revealed will, and therefore their worship is idola- 
trous. 

87. 1s Dissent a greatsin? A. Yes; it is in direct 
opposition to our duty towards God. 

88. How comes it then in the present day that it is 
thought so lightly of? A. Partly from ignorance of its 
great sinfulness, and partly from men being more zeal- 
ous for the things of this perishing world than for the 
Lord of Hosts. 

92. But do we not find among Dissenters many good 


|men? A. Many doubtless are unexceptionable charac- 
| ters in a moral point of view, but they are not holy 


men. 

94. But why have not Dissenters been excommuni 
cated? A. Because the law of the land does notallow 
the wholesome law of the Church to be acted upon; 
but Dissenters have virtually excommunicated them- 
selves by setting up a religion of their own, and leav- 
ing the ark of God’s Church. 

97. But are there not some Dissenters who use the 
same form of prayers as ourselves? A. Doubtless; 





21. How do you become a member of Christ in 
baptism? A. By becoming a member of His Church, | 
which is that mystical body of which Christ is the | 
Head. ; : : ; 

38. Why do you call them by these names? A. | 
Because the first is supposed to have been written by | 
the Apostles; or perhaps it is so named trom its strict 
accordance with the doctrine they inculcated. The | 
Nicene Creed is so called from its having been set | 
forth at the Council of Nice. The Athanasian | 
Creed has its name from a holy father of the Church, | 
who flourished at the beginning of the fourth century. | 

39. In what part of Divine worship are they respec- 
tively used? A. The Apostles’ Creed is said daily in 
the prayers of Matins and Evensong; the Nicene 
Creed occurs in the Communion Service, immediately | 
after the reading of the Gospel; and the Creed of | 
Saint Athanasius takes the place of the Apostles’ Creed 
in Matins upon certain feast days. 

57. Why do we bow at the name of Jesus? A. In 
compliance with the Apostolic injunction that ‘at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow;” in obedience 
to the Eighteenth Canon of the Church; and in imi- 
tation of the custom of all devout Christians in all ages 
of the Church. 


i 





but the prayers of the Church, being, forthe most part, 
for the priest to offer up in behalf of the people, it 
must be sinful and presumptuous for those persons who 
are called Dissenting teachers, to address the throne of 
grace, usurping the priestly office. 

98. Is it wicked then to enter a meeting-house at 
all? A. Most assuredly ; because, as was said above, 
it is a house where God is worshipped otherwise than 
He has commanded, and therefore it is not dedicated 
to His honour and glory; and besides this, we run the 
risk of being led away by wicked enticing words; at 
the same time, by our presence we are witnessing 
our approval of their heresy,wounding the consciences 
of our weaker brethren, and by our example teaching 
others to go astray. 

100. How do you know that the Church of England 
is a branch of the Church Catholic? A. Because she 
is governed by the three orders of clergy, Bishops, 
Priests and Deacons, who can trace back their line, in 
an unbroken chain, to the days of the Apostles, and 
she is therefore in possession of what is called the 
Apostolical Succession, without which the Church can- 
not have existence. 

101. In what light are we to regard Roman Catho- 
lics? A. These are in different case from «Protestant 
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} 
ie, The Roman Church is a true branch of | present time, that it uppears to give a fitting 
the Catholic Church. ° ° : ° 
105. When do we receive furgiveness of sins? A. occasion for some brief observations upon its 
When we are baptized. | characteristics. 
106. How is Baptism the instrument of so great a a % . 
privilege? A. By conveying to us the gift ot God’s | Allusion s made, in the volume before us, 
Holy Spirit, who from that time takes up His abode | to misapprehensions concerning the now prev- 


within us. ‘alent teaching upon holiness through faith. 


This extraordinary rubbish is selling rapidly, | « ; ; i 
“for the use of Families and Parochial | Sey too Pherae es peeps on 


Schools ;” the copy before me bears date 1875, |oes away with all realities, that souls are 


and is the seventh Edition. Having extracted |just told to trust, and that is the end of it, 


so largely from it, no comment is required. | and they sit down thenceforward in a sort of 
oe - nen “a jolly ?| religious easy-chair, dreaming away a life 

nd instilling this abominable rubbish into) ¢_. ” a 
the minds of little children is what is called | fruitless of “any ‘scteal” recalts.”” | Notwith 


“Religious Teaching.” Q. Q. ‘standing the protest against this which im- 
mediately follows, it is not surprising that 
such a misapprehension has existed, in view 

FRIENDS’ REVIEW. of imperfections of statement which some- 
—--——-——- - \times occur. Our author says, on another 

page: ‘What can be said about man’s part 
= — =|in this great work but that he must contin- 
Tae Curistian’s Secrer or 4 Happy ually surrender himself and continually 

Lire.*—Surely this has been an open secret, | trust?” Yet, while it is undoubtedly true 

ever since the New Testament was written. that we cannot of ourselves think one good 

Yet men have strangely buried it, under | thought, not even coming to the Saviour ex- 

priestly ordinances, dogmatic formulas, and| cept the Father draw us, yet much more is 

practical indifference, through all the ages. said in the Scriptures concerning “ man’s 

Whoever finds at any time the pearl of great part,” as well as “God’s part” of the work 

price may well regard it as the greatest of of salvation, than these words convey. 

discoveries. Yet, in every period, there have Knough, at present, may be seen of this, in 
been those to whom God has made it known, | two passages: “I therefore so run, not as 
and who have not been disobedient unto the | uncertainly ; so fight I, not as one that beateth 
heavenly vision. the air.”* “Ye have not yet resisted unto 

What, in a few words, is this secret? Is it | blood, striving against sin.”+ With all the en- 
not that “ the just shall live by faith?” “For deavor made, especially in the first chapter 
if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled | of this book, to reconcile seeming contradic- 
to God by the death of His Son, much more, tions upon this subject, absolute success has 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” not been vonstantly obtained. The author 

In the book before us, having the title| refers not only to the “step of faith” by 
which we have placed at the head of this ar-| which we are to put ourselves into the hands 
ticle, this great central lesson of Christianity of the Lord, but also to the continuous ezer- 
is set forth, with an experimental and prac-| cise of faith by which we must keep ourselves 
tical aim throughout. It is earnestly, lucidly, there. Not always equally, however, is the 
and often eloquently written. The whole ef-| strength of the word ezercise held in view. 
fect of it is such that we cannot conceive of | In one place it is said, “ Your part is simply 
any one reading the book through without) to rest. His part is to sustain you, and He 
profit; especially in warming the glow of love cannot fail”; and the comparison is made to 
for our Saviour, and stirring up the pure mind | the delicious sense of rest with which one has 
to stronger and more ebiding trust in Him. | gone to bed at night; “letting yourself go in 

It is especially because this book is one of the|a perfect abandonment of ease and comfort, 

very best representatives of a mode of teach-|sure that when He holds you up you are per- 

ing which has a remarkable influence at the | fectly safe.”{ That, often, it is thus that “He 

_ ©The Christian's Secret of a Happy Life. By H.W.S., au-| giveth His beloved sleep” is true; yet other, 


thor of “Frank, or the Record of a Happy Life,” &c., &c. | ——— 
Willard Tract Repository, Boston and New York, *1 Cor. ix. 26. +Hebrews, xii.7. {P. 36. 
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quite different, experiences belong also to the 
Christian life. Although every one must be- 
come as a little child to enter the kingdom of 
God, yet the injunction was given to the Cor- 
inthians,* “Quit you like men, be strong.” 
“To him that overcometh” indicates more 
than mere rest; although no strength but 
that which is of God in Christ can enable 
any one to overcome. 

In the chapter on Growth, our author 
uses, with amplification, as an illustration, | 





the spontaneous growth of the lily ; taking no | 
thought, and neither toiling nor spinning. 
Our Lord’s use of this comparison does not 
seem to us to have been intended to convey 
this meaning. It referred rather to the fath- | 
erly providence of God in all things. When 
He gave that most wonderful lesson, “I am 
the Vine, and ye are the branches,” he was 
careful to add, “ Abide in Me.” He thus re- 
cognized our will and responsibility, as well 
as our total dependence upon Him. Tiuly 
has it been said (and a most important and of- 
ten ignored truth itis) that none can ever grow 
into grace. But growth in grace is not, we 
believe, to be quite “as the lilies grow”; ex- 
ercise is a need of the spiritual life; not self- 
effort, but as God worketh in us, both to will 
and to do, of His own good pleasure. Very 
fully, in some places, is this set forth in the 
book before us. Thus, in the valuable chap- 
ter on “ Failures,”+ “We are not preaching 
a state but a walk. 
is not a place but a way. Sanctification is 
not a thing to be picked up at a certain stage 
of our experience, and forever after possessed, 
but it is a life ta be lived day by day, and 
hour by hour.” This is very sound teaching. 
But our remarks upon the book and its sub- 
ject will need to be extended to another arti- 
cle. Meanwhile, we have no fear in com- 
mending it to our readers, as (to use the 
author’s language) “sent out in tender sym- | 
pathy and yearning love for all the struggling 
weary ones in the Church of Christ.” 





> 


MODERATION IN FRANCE.—So often has the | 
influence of the ae nation upon the affairs | 
of the world been on€ of perturbation, that any- | 


| 
thing promising stability and tranquillity in that | 


country seems noteworthy. The following min- | 


*1 Cor. xvi. 13. +P. 146. 





| appreciated. 


The highway of holiness | * 
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isterial statement was last week laid before the 
Senate and Chamber of Deputies: 


* The republican Government, which was al- 
ready founded, has been completed by the elec- 


tion of two great assemblies. Universal suffrage 
has sanctioned the great constitutional results ac- 
complished by the late Assembly. Power cannot 
have a higher origin. Never was a government 
more legitimately established.” 

The statement reiterates the Presidential 


| proclamation of January 13, maintaining that 


the existing institutions ought not to be revised 
until honestly tried, and continues : 
“These wise words will be our constant rule. 


| The greatness and future of the country depend 


upon the loyal practice of the constitutional laws. 
We shall in our relations with you, and in the 
preparation of future laws, be faithful to the liberal 
conservative spirit which inspired them. We 


| shall insist upon fidelity upon the part of subor- 


dinates. Public functionaries will second our 
views, by making the Republic understood and 
We shall tell them the republican 
more than any other form of government, must 
rest upon the sacred laws of religion, morality, 


\family rights, respect for the inviolability of 


property, and upon labor encouraged and 
honored. Lastly it must reject those warlike ad- 
ventures in which governments have too fre- 
quently engaged. The budget will be balanced 
without increase of taxation, but will insure the 
reimbursement of the debt due the Bank of 
France. 

“Our relations with foreign powers continue 
amicable and pacific. The pacification of the 
public mind at both extremes of Europe, and the 
ardcnt desire for peace animating all peoples and 
Governments, will favor the prosecution of pend- 
ing commercial negotiations. The approaching 
expiration of commercial treaties compels us to 
lay down a new economical regime. We shall 
seek by persevering in the wise policy of free 
trade to avoid perturbing industry.”’ 





MARRIED. 
COFFIN—RICHIE.—On the gth of 3d mo, 1876, 
in a meeting appointed by White Water Monthly Meet- 
ing, at the residence of the bride’s father at New 
Paris, Ohio, Arthur H. Coffin, of Denison, Texas, son 
of Dr. S. and Laura G. Coffin, of High Point, North 
Carolina, to Anna Mary, daughter of Samuel S. and 
Anna S. Richie. 





DIED. 
MENDENHALL.—On the 17th of 11th mo. 1875, 
Mary Ann, wife of Joseph H. Mendenhall and daugh- 
ter of Peter and Keziah Cook, in the 43d year of her 
age ; member of Bear Creek Monthly Meeting, Iowa, 
BAILIFF.—Daniel Bailiff, deceased, 12 mo, 5th, 
1875, aged nearly 77 years; a member of West Union 


| Monthly Meeting, Morgan County, Indiana. 





WANTED. 
Two Hundred Dollars ($200) to finish paying for 
the new Meeting House at Hickory Ridge, bought by 
Southland Monthly Meeting of Friends, near Marvell 
Station, on the Arkansas Central railroad, about 20 


miles west of Helena and about the same distance from 


Southland College. The first meeting-house in the 


world for «Colored Friends’,” to be opened for Bible 
School at 9 and meeting for Worship at 11 o'clock 
A. M., on First-day, 4 mo. 2, 1876; about 20 mem- 






506 FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 





bers residing there, who have by the aid of the Monthly 
Meeting committee, held meeetings on First-day, Bible 
School, Tract Reading and Temperance meetings for 
a year in a little house on a colored man’s farm, and it 
is desirable to open and continue a series of meetings 
there till the opening of the General Meeting here on 
the 12th. (see notice) Who of the Lord’s ambassa- 
dors will come and attend the opening and continue 
the meetings? We have reason to believe many souls 


will be gathered there who are asking for better food 


than they are getting from amongst their own people. 
Money may be sent by draft or P. O. money order 

to Calvin Clark, Treasurer of Building Committee, 

Helena, Ark. ALIDA CLARK. 


A General Meeting is appointed at Southland Col- 
lege, Phillips county, Arkansas, 9 miles N.W. of Helena, 
4th mo. 12th, 1876, at 7 o’clock P. M., under the 
auspices of the committee of Indiana Y. M. on Gen- 
eral Meetings and a committee of Southland Monthly 
Meeting. Ministers and concerned Friends invited to 
attend. On the 14th, the 12th anniversary of South- 
land College, a “ Fraise Meeting” will be held, in 
gratitude for the past and prayer for the future, for 
verily “hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 

Daily steam packets from Memphis, Tenn., will land 
visitors at Helena, where conveyances will meet them 
from the College the 11th and 12th, or earlier if notified 
by letter or postal card. 

ALIDA CLARK, Clerk of Committee. 
———- me 

A General Meeting is appointed at Richland, Iowa, 
to begin at 4 o’clock P. M., 21st of 5th mo., imme- 
diately following the Quarterly Meeting there. Friends 
going by cars will stop at Pleasant Plain, on the S. W. 
branch of Rock Island and Pacific railioad. 

On behalf of the Committee, G. P. Woop. 


INSTITUTE FOR COLORED YOUTH. 


The Annual Meeting will be held in the Committee 
Room of Arch Street Meeting-House, on Second-day, 
the 27th inst., at 12 M. Wa. EvANns, Secretary. 


~CORRESPONDENCE. | 


SOUTHLAND COLLEGE, Normal InstTITUTE, & ORPHAN’S 
Home, HELENA, ARK., Third mo. 10, 1876. 


Esteemed Friend :—Enclosed please find 





notice of General Meeting appointed to be 
held at this place; also one for the purpose 


of calling the numerous readers of the Re- 


view to an opportunity of aiding the poorest 


of the poor, by way of liquidating the indebt- 
edness unprovided for on Friends’ meeting- 
house at Hickory Ridge. Our Monthly 
Meeting’s Committee for that purpose pur- 
chased a building already put up, and for- 
merly used for a dry-goods store, in a de- 
sirable locality, with an acre of ground, good 


possible; and then!—what more and what 
next? perhaps some are ready to ask. Why, 
the next thing is money to support a school 
there nine months in the year, under some 
well qualified teacher and minister, deeply 
experienced in the Lord’s work, and willing 
to engage in organizing and Keeping up 
Friends’ meetings amongst these colored peo- 
ple, from the love of Jesus, and an interest in 
souls being saved, if such’ can be secured 
from the North: and if not, we have some 
here who as teachers are very competent, and 
as Christians and members of our meeting, 
consecrated to the work, and alive in the 
\truth, but necessarily limited in their ac- 
quaintance with the order of Friends in 
transacting the affairs of the Church. In 
reading the account given in the Review of 
our dear friend Eli Jones organizing a 
Friends’ meeting on Mount Lebanon, my 
heart was made right glad, but the question 
just would press itself on me, Why g° away 
there? Ye should have done that, but why 
longer leave undone the organizing of meet- 
ings among the freedmen, as though they 
were actually too much despised, and low, and 
depraved ever to be associated in membership 
with the “Friends” of Jesus, while all other 
| evangelical denominations are gathering them 
in, and Rome is compassing sea and land to 
\get hold of them. We ous to have the 
company and services of many dear friends 
at the opening and holding of the meetin 

now advertised to be held in next month. 
We believe there is an openness and willing- 
ness amongst the whites that has not been 
heretofore, and certainly it is so amongst the 
better class of the colored people. Ourschool 
is large and very interesting, 166 enrolled 
and 40 boarders, with three principal teach- 
ers busily engaged, assisted by the normal 
class; and could our Philadelphia friends 
who sent us our complete laboratory be pres- 
ent at some of the recitations in chemistry, 
they evidently would be convinced that the 
money invested was yielding a large and sat- 
isfactory interest. Providence not prevent- 
ing, our Senior class will graduate at the 
close of this term, Sixth mo. 16th, one girl 
pot 17 years old, and two young men. There 
is quite a revival of religious interest just now 
amongst us, young Christians an 





cistern, stable, crib, and carriage-shed—all of | themselves afresh to the Master’s service, an 


which are needed for the convenience of our 


missionaries and others laboring there—for 


($415) four hundred and fifteen dollars, and 
then the remodelling, changing doors, and 


— in windows, seats, stoves, and lamps 
or lights (here let me state that most meet- 


ings amongst these people, owing to the pecu- 


older ones exerting greater efforts in the 
spread of Gospel truth. We have had a very 
mild winter—rivers overflowing, flowers in 
bloom, oats planted, trees green, &c. Very 
truly, - Aurpa CLARKE. 


Frivusurme, L. I. 


liar system of farming and labor, have to be| A series of meetings was held in Twentieth 
held after night), all of which we aim to|Street meeting-house, New York city, com- 
bring inside of five hundred dollars cost, if | mencing Second mo. 22d, and closing on the 
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evening of Third mo. 5th. Our dear friends, 
John J. Pennington, Elizabeth L. Comstock, 
Luke Woodard and wife, and Thos. Kimber 
and wife were with us. The Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ was proclaimed with clear- | 
ness and power, and we gratefully acknow- 
ledge that the dear Master abundantly blessed 
both the public and private labur put forth 
in His name. At the opening of the after- 
noon meetings Bible lessons were given by 
our friends, Mary 8. Kimber and Ruth §. 
Murray, and this part of the service was pro- | 
fitable and instructive to all. 

We believe that those who attended the 
meetings were greatly helped and encour- 
aged. Some of the Lord’s children were en- 
abled to come intoa more definite experience, 
while others were strengthened to “ stand fast 
in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us| 
free,” and the language of our hearts is, “Oh | 
magnify the Lord with us, and let us exalt) 
His name together.” H. H. L. 


For Friends’ Review. 


A SERIOUS INQUIRY. 


“ And that we must through much 
tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” 
(Acts xiv. 22.) 

The way our fathers walked in was a crose- 
bearing way; their path was a tribulated 
path ; are we, as a Society, walking in their 
footsteps? Are we indeed willing to abandon 
other ground, and try our faith and practice 
by theirs? This is a subject which might 
justly claim the most serious and prayerful 
consideration of all our members. That the| 
Society should emerge from deadness and for- 
mality into new life and vigor, is indeed 
cause of rejoicing to every sincere Christian. 
But in order to sustain this new life, must the 
vantage-ground they held be lost, and their 
sun go down in obscurity to rise no more? | 
Reflections, perhaps, in some degree similar | 
to these, are now occupying the minds of many 
Friends, as well as the writer of this article. | 
In reviewing the past and present state of 
our beloved Society, I am led to believe the 
great foundation principle on which our an- 
cient Friends built, and which caused them 
to shine as lights to Christendom and to the 
world, was that of being led and guided by) 
the Holy Spirit in all their acts of worship. 
When they met together they waited silent 
on the Master of Assemblies to know His will 
concerning them, and sang, preached, or pray- 
ed as they were moved thereto by the Spirit. 


service will be required, or whether it will be 
vocal or in silence.* 

In Friends’ Library (3d vol.) we read of 
our ancient Friend Samuel Bownas’s travels 
in New England; where it is said that, after 
two appointed meetings which were held in 
silence, except a few words spoken by his 
companion, who “was uneasy that he had 
said anything,” he says: “I found an uncom- 
mon and weighty concern to request the min- 
isters to come together; which they very 
readily complied with, and they were a con- 
siderable number, but not all thoroughly 
| baptized into the work. My companion was 
very prettily opened, and we had a very suit- 
able service amongst them, and saw clearly the 
reason why we were so shut up in silence. Some 
of them had got into an extreme in preaching 
and praying, and would continue meetings to 
an unseasonable length which gave 
great uneasiness to sensible Friends amongst 
them, but they could not redress it till after 
|this opportunity. They themselves saw they 


| were wrong in doing as they had done, and 


got out of this extreme, which was a degree 
of ranterism, being attended with a spirit of 
‘opposition against the order of Friends in 
|Monthly and Quarterly Meetings.” 

Would that some of our dear young Friends 
of the present day (who I believe are earnestly 


| endeavoring to follow their Lord and Maste 


Tr), 
could see the beauty and necessity of uphold 
ing the ancient order and discipline establish- 
ed amongst us. 

If we hold to the language of our dear 
| Friend Joseph J. Neave, who says, “I should 


| be sorry to see any change made in the mode 


of conducting our meetings for worship,” we 
cannot consistently adopt congregational sing- 
| ing, as practised by other churches, as part of 
the service in our meetings; and while we hold 
“silent worship, if spiritual, to be the highest 
order of worship,” I do feel that it would be 
safe to have a little more of it at times. There 
are things among us which some consider as 
non-essentials, and others look on as innova- 
tions, which, I believe, will ultimately, if 
continued in, work a change in our system of 
worship which many Friends are not prepared 
for, and perhaps never expect to see. Now, 
dear Friends everywhere, young and old, let 
us not forget that little by little the founda- 
tion is removed, and if that should be our 
condition, on what can we stand? E. T. 
New Brighton, Beaver Co., Pa., 3 mo. Ist, 1876. 


_ 


From my being first convinced of sin, 





Now, is there not danger of running before 
our Guide when we call or appoint meetings 
for preaching and meetings for prayer. Does 
it not seem like pre-arranged service? For 
how are we to know beforehand what kind of 


righteousness, and judgment, I have been shy 
of receiving eitber doctrinal or practical truths 
upon trust, or only because others have re- 


*For some judicious observations on this —— see No. 30 
of our present volume, pp. 469 470.—Ed. F. Review. 
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ceived or believed them; my concern having| and by the treaties of 1833 and 1835 the 
rather been to try them by the law and the| guarantee of the aforesaid patent was reitera- 
testimony—‘ the law of God after the inward | ted, and by the terms of the last-named treaty 
man,” and the precious testimonies of Holy | it was stipulated that “the lands ceded to the 
Writ.—Samuel Scott. Cherokee nation shall in no future time with- 
Debden. out their consent be included with the Terri- 
RAILROADS IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY. = oe Tesriters:” The rat ef 1686 2 
[From an occasional correspondent of the Tribune. | | ae oe _ pt sapeey . emma 
| possession of that country to the Indians. 
The nation has been recognized as a gov- 
ernment responsible in ce and war; laws 
have been enacted in the spirit of the fore- 


WASHINGTON, March 8, 1876, 


The various propositions before Congress, 
emanating from the railroad influences, look- | 
ing to the organization of the Indian Terri- | 
tory into a territory of the United States, are| going treaties from the foundation of the 
being met by the stern resistance of the Cher-| Government, and the Indians were unques- 
okee Nation. Mr. W. P. Ross, late Chief of | tionably owners of the land from time im- 
the Nation, being in the city, was appointed | memorial, subject to the condition imposed 
by the delegation to address the Committee, | by the discoverers of the continent, excluding 
and it was arranged that he should appear | them from intercourse with any other govern- 
before them this morning. The Seminole and | ment but the one making the discovery. The 
Delaware delegations were not present, but Supreme Court on Jan. 15, 1871, decided that 
have authorized the Cherokee delegation to treaties made in pursuance of the Constitution 
represent them. The personal appearance of | with Indian tribes possess the same validity 
the delegation strongly commends the cause | as treaties made with foreign powers. There 
of the nation to the unbiased observer, while| can b2 no question as to the Indian title to 
the address of Mr. Ross was a candid, explicit | the country, that the United States intended 
presentation of the cause of the nation in a| to extend and did extend to them the right of 
historic and legal point of view. The sub. | self-government within the limitations stated, 
stance of his address is as follows: and that the rights of soil and political fran- 

The Cherokee Nation consists of about 80,-| chises were part of the rights conferred on 
000 souls, made up of between 20 and 30) them in consideration of removals and ex- 
tribes and remnants of tribes, concentrated | changes. 
from remote sections, either by direct act of; As to the expediency of any interference 
Government or by that circumstantial pres-| with the present government, any legislation 
sure which has caused the Indian to retire|in conflict with the rights of these people, 
before the white man since the foundation of | without their consent, would be followed by 
the Government. The Seminoles, Modocs, and | trouble and expense to the Government, and 
Cherokees were forcibly removed by Govern-| wrong and calamity to the Indians, similar to 
ment. President Jefferson first suggested the | what we see being enacted in the Black Hills 
removal of the Indians to a country west. of region. He claims that the real intent of the 
the Mississippi, which should be exclusively | territorial schemes is to get possession of the 
their own. President Monroe, in 1825, recom-| Indian Territory, none of which originate 
mended the acquisition of a tract of country | with the Cherokees, but are one and all op- 
west of the Arkansas for the same purpose. | posed by them. 

President Jackson, in 129, in proposing the, The railroadstraversing the country, which 
same, advised that the Indians should have | are unfriendly to the perpetuity of their exist- 
distinct control of the territory set apart for ing rights, and have done little to cultivate 
them as long as they would occupy it. The) the friendship or encourage the industrial 
act of Congress in 1833, establishing the pres- pursuits of the Indians, have suffered no wrong 
ent Indian Territory, Sec. 3, provides: “That | at their hands. The railroads are regarded as 
in the making of such exchange or exchanges | the cause of these schemes, inasmuch as they 
it shall and may be lawful for the President attract attention to the valuable lands, and 
solemnly to assure the tribes or nations with | induce the immigration of an aggressive white 
which the exchange is made, that the United | population, with which even the elevated and 
States will forever secure and guarantee to| powerful Cherokee Nation feel unable to cope. 
them and their heirs the country so exchang- | Moreover, whatever conditional grants of land 
ed with them, and if they prefer it the United | are supposed to attach to these roads, it is @ 
States will cause a patent or grant to be made | matter between the Government and the roads 
and executed to them for the same.” alone, and that the Cherokees were not party 

In the treaty of 1828 with the Western | to any agreement endangering theirown homes 
Cherokee Nation the United States repeated|and for the spoliation of their descendants. 
the guarantee of this section to be set apart,| They have simply granted the right of way 
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to these roads within certain prescribed limits. | as a means of grace, in all the work that was 
It is said that whatever advantages an In-| carried forward. And I want to say that much 
dian may have, he will be an Indian still. | as we may love the cause of Christ,much as we 
The estimate of the Board of United States | may love our branch of the Church and may 
Commissioners fixes the land, farms, &c., at| desire its spiritual principles to prevail, we 
204,677 acres; wheat, corn, &c., annual pro-| shall utterly fail in our object, and will even 
duct, 6,739,355 bushels; value of farm pro-|die out altogether as a Church of Christ, 
ducts, including stock, $4,663,610; number of| without this clear recognition of the Holy 
horses, cattle, &c. 464,465; personal property, | Scriptures. 
not including real estate, $16,987,818. The| oreover, the success of any man, in any 
Government holds in trust for these tribes | place or neighborhood, in accomplishing the 
about $8,000,000. Their common schools| work of the Lord, will only be in proportion 
number 200, with an aggregate attendance of|to his proper use of this blessed Record 
6,000. The investments of the Cherokees are| which God has inspired, and which He has 
about $3,000,000, the annual interest of which | told us upon its own pages to be His eternal 
is applied as follows: 50 per cent. to the sup-| truth. This does not in any way interfere 
port of the Government, 35 per cent. to gen-| with, but greatly adds to the beauty of the 
eral school purposes, and 15 per cent. to the | spiritual teaching which is so valued by our 
orphans’ fund. The citizen population num-| people; and which has been recognized in all 
bers about 19,000, of which there are 14,850 | ages of the world, all generations past, as 
native Cherokees, They have 65,950 acres in| the office of the Holy Ghost. God has al- 
cultivation, and own 12,185 horses, and 41,-| ways given His Holy Spirit to those men 
550 cattle. They have 22 saw mills, 22| who earnestly read and made use of the Bible; 
stores, 65 smith shops, 75 day schools, 1 or-| they were inspired to read it and to use it, 
= school, 1 female high school, and 1 male | as holy men of old wrote as they were moved 
igh school. These schools have an aggre-|by the Holy Ghost, and its message was: 
te attendance of 2,300. The Cherokees|“Thus saith the Spirit of God to the 
ve lived under a writteu Constitution 50 | Churches,” 
years, and have expended during the past! Ihave had many years experience as an 
year about $90,000 for school purposes. ‘evangelist, having witnessed the conversion 
sekepbee bites A alee of many souls, the gathering of many 
| churches, being familiar with the history of 
THE EIGHTH BIBLE SOHOOL | many a eaabael ministers in the Society of 
CONFERENCE. | Friends of our day, and have studied care- 
| fully the progress of their work in our land 
'in this generation. And I believe I express 
The chairman then read the question re-| the feeling and conviction of the most effi- 
ferred to this morning :—“The Bible, what it | cient ministers in the Society of Friends now 
is, the purpose for which it was given, and | living, the world over, when I undertake to 
how it should be used,” and called upon! say here, that the moment any portion of the 
Joun Henry Dovetass, whosaid: A bet-| Society of Friends presumed not to be so led 
ter acquaintance with the work which the! and guided by the Holy Spirit in the proper 
Lord has given into our hands, so to be en-/| use of the Holy Scriptures, or in any way to 
abled to carry it on more successfully and | lay aside the rules there established by God 
practically, that it shall accomplish the de-| Himself, that moment they waned, that mo- 
sired end, is what we all really want. We | ment they began to die; and were not revived 
are laboring for results. ‘until as in the time of Ezra they hunted up 
Occupying the position which I have long|the old law and returned to its teachings 
held, it has been a matter of very earnest and | and frequent reading to the people. 
critical interest with me, in connection with} Luxe Wooparp, of Indiana: I have 
Christian work, to examine very carefully the | heard expressions sometimes, that indicated a 
history of the Church in all ages,in order to as-| sort of fear in regard to a careful and intelli- 
certain the proper place which the Bible should | gent investigation of the Scriptures, lest we 
occupy in all its religious services and all its| might get that sort of knowledge that the 
labors for the promotion of the kingdom of| apostle saith “puffeth up.” But to discour- 
Christ on the earth ; and I have yet to find a|age an investigation of the Holy Scriptures 
single instance of a successful campaign car-| is to impeach directly the wisdom of God 
ried on against the kingdom of darkness, or| Himself, who gave them to us for this very 
& successful effort for the bringing of souls to| purpose; and this kind of knowledge so far 
Christ,and for the building up of His Church to | from puffing up, fills up. 
the honor and glory of God, that is at all emi-} I believe that as a result of First-day 
hent in the history of Christianity, where the| School teaching, we shall have not only a 
Bible did not have the most prominent place, | more intelligent ministry, but we shall also 





(Continued from page 469.) 
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have more intelligent hearers ; so that while 
the preacher preaches the truths of the Bivle, 
I think we shall be so informed in Bible 
truth, that a much more beneficial result will 
be attained to the Church. 

Dr. Dougan CiarK gave a Bible lesson 
on “‘Isaac’s Sonship, the Christian’s Sonship.” 
The following sentences occurred near its 
conclusion. 

The kingdom of Heaven is like unto a 
man that made a marriage for his son. In 
some mysterious way or other, the Church is 
necessary to Christ. He wants her for His 
bride. Not only can God forgive sins, but 
He wants to make a marriage for His Son, 
and He sends forth the Spirit bearing testi- 
mony to Jesus, that He may seek this bride 
that is to be the fulness of Him that filleth 
all in all. The man was not of the woman, 
but the woman of the man. The man was 
not created for the woman, but the woman for 
the man; yet we read, “the woman is the 
glory of the man.” The Church is the glory 
of Christ. ‘ Beloved, it is not too mucb to| 
say that He wants her, and He sends forth | 
His Spirit therefore to call her, and to win| 
her by testifying of Himself, by telling the 
good things about Himself, by wooing her, if 
it may be, to come to Him. 

Blessed Jesus, we thy Church have been 
called to be thy bride. Detach us from the 
things of time and sense, as Rebekah was de- 
tached from her surroundings. Adorn us 
even here, with some of the good things of 
our Father’s house—the precious fruits of 
the Spirit. Keep us unspotted from the) 
world. By rough ways or by smooth, bring 
us safely on our journey, and when it is ended, | 
receive us to the enjoyment of thy everlasting 
love and heavenly communion. 

The Chairman then announced as the sub- 
ject for consideration “The privilege and 
efficacy of Prayer in connection with Bible 
school work,” and called upon 

Tuomas Kimper: It seems marvellous 
that such misapprehension should prevail so | 
widely among Christian people, and among 
many in our own Society, in regard to the 
privilege and power of Prayer. They appear 
to confuse a mere sense of need, or a desire 
for some deliverance or blessing, with a ne- 
cessary exertion on our part, of the faculties 
of the soul which God has given us, so as to 
plead with Him earnestly and availingly, by 
the aid of His Holy Spirit, for the supply of 
that need, or for the bestowal of that blessing 
which we desire. 

I sometimes think that the poet Montgom- 
ery, has unconsiously done more practical 
harm by one verse of his hymn on Prayer, so 








widely incorporated into the worship of the 
various Churches, and into the faith of their 
members, than all the rest of that beautiful 


REVIEW. 


| hymn has ever done good. He says that 


‘Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed ; 

The motion of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast.” 

The “sincere desire of the soul,” the “hid- 
den fire trembling in the breast,” is the 
Lord’s work entirely; and is felt by every 
soul that He has created,whether it is yielded 
to, or whether it is resisted orneglected. It 
is the Lord Jesus, “standing at the door of the 
heart and knocking.” But a clear and defi- 
nite duty and privilege then becomes our 
part ; first, willingly to “hear His voice,” and 
then to “arise and open the door,” that He 
may come in and bless us. How many are 
lulled into a fatal security, by confusing these 
two distinct parts in the Lord’s merciful pro- 
vision for the salvation of souls; whether in 
their own cases, or in the cases of those com- 
mitted to their charge. A mother once sai 
to me in this city: “I feel no anxiety about 
my boy, the Lord has followed him from his 
childhood, and he has been brought under 
deep conviction, at least five times in the past 
few years.” And what has he done with 
these convictions, I asked. She regretted to 
say that they had been put aside; but felt 
sure they were an earnest of her son’s salva- 
tion. Mother, I replied, thy son is in far 
greater danger than if he had never been sen- 
sible of a special invitation of the Lord’s 
mercy. According to thy own statement, he 
has received and deliberately rejected, five 
distinct calls of the Holy Spirit of God, and 
each time the call will be found to be fainter and 
weaker,and the impulse to resist it stronger and 
easier; until the Lord may cease to strive 
with him any longer. The conviction is 
God’s part; the response, the earnest prayer, 
although by aid of His Holy Spirit, is our 
part to put forth ; and the Lord graciously 
hears this cry of the soul for deliverance and 
relief; and always stands ready to supply the 
need, or to fulfil the desire, which He has 
Himself awakened. But He says: “I will 
yet be inquired of” for this thing. Our 
Blessed Redeemer also declared, so graciously 
—“Ask and it shall be given to you—seek 
and ye shall find ;” with the added assurance 
that “every one that asketh receiveth, and he 
that seeketh, findeth.” (Matt. vii. 7-8.) 
Observe, it is not will receive and will find, 
which would be a mere repetition of & 
promise ; but that every such asker receiveth, 
and every such seeker findeth—the declara- 
tion of a glorious fact; realized by many, 
and within the reach of all. 

The poet says that a desire is a prayer. 
The Lord Jesus cvidently draws a clear dis- 
tinction between them. He tells us “What 
things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and yeshall have them.” 
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(Matt. xi. 24.) Nay more, He instructs us| Thomas Kimber, which so promptly removed 
how to pray availingly, “Whatsoever ye shall | misapprehension from my own mind, that I 
ask in my name, that will I do, that the | thought it might possibly help some one else 
Father may be glorified in the Son.” (John if I mentioned it. I have long taken the 
xiv., 13.) “If ye abide in me and my words | last verse in one of the Psalms—‘“He will 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and fulfil the desire of them that fear Him,” as 
it shall be done unto you.’? (John xv. 7.) | indicating that the Lord read the desires of 
Then, too, there is that added promise to the | the heart, and acted in accordance with them; 
united intercessions of His children—“Again | but as he sat down I remembered that it was 
I say unto you, that if twoof you shall agree | said as the very next thing—*He also will 
on earth,as touching anything that they shall hear their cry.” And it was very evident, 
ask, it shall be done for them of my Father that it was expected that the desire would be 
which is in Heaven. (Matt. xviii. 19.) put into language, by the heart, and raised as 
And now, fellow Christians, do you believe a distinct petition to Him who would hear. 
these gracious and wonderful declarations of Hannan E. Bean, of Iowa: My heart 
our Lord and Saviour? And, if you do be- thoroughly responds to the utterance that 
lieve them, do you often put them to the test? it is well to have an appointed time for 
“Ask, and ye shall receive,” He says, “that prayer. It never can be formal to have a 
i joy may be full.” (John xvi. 24.) certain time to go and seek sympathy and 
s your joy full? Is your faith so living help if our hearts are one with the Master. 
in the word of the Lord, that asking, beliey- If we are united in Christ every pulsation of 
ing, receiving, in the name of the Lord Jesus, our heart, both in joy and in sorrow, will 
ye have the petitions that you desired of | naturally beat in harmony with Him. 
him.” (1 Jobn v. 14,15.) Do we believe that “To him that over- 
On His authority, we may assure every | cometh will I give to eat of the hidden man- 
Christian teacher and superintendent, that| na?” Let us believe in prayer, and let us 
they have the power to prevail with God, by | 80 love Him, and trust Him, so live near 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, for the con- Him that we will go to Him with all our 
version of their classes, and for a blessing on | needs. 


their work. (To be continued.) 
Saran Couuins, of New York: I would 

add a few words for the encouragement of op ingame 

Sabbath School teachers. Having been for 

many years engaged in this interesting work, THE BLUEBELL. 


I would seek to urge upon others the import-| , 5). bell wok —_e 
ance of earnest prayer in behalf of those we saiamanetannthe tabaetates 


“ , And opened her lips to the balmy air : 
are endeavoring to instruct. In a class of! She looked with joy on the meadow green, 


youths, wnich I had charge of for Bible in-| Where flowers of brightest tints were seen, 
struction,about a year since, in Northern New While bees and butterflies fluttered by, 
Jersey, there was one whose manner seemed | 4"4 she thought, « In how lovely a world am 11” 
unconcerned, so much so as to be in some re- Bu: soon she noticed that every flower 
spects especially discouraging to a teacher, Had some sweet gift or hidden power ; 
but to whom I was drawn in very earnest de- And every insect that crept or flew 
sire for his spiritual welfare, which I made a anti oT were os a 

. oy And she said, * ils wor is Dusy an alr, 
the subject of constant prayer. Some months But, alas! there is nothing for me a do there?” 
since, upon giving up the class, (as I was 
about to leave that neighborhood), I had a “ The Rose, mounting over the hedgerow high, 
conversation with this same young man, when | V*¥'ng her crown in the sunny sky, 
{ hand tedlentions of @: fae Detter ent mess And the Violet, clustering the mossy ground, 


, r© | Give their perfume forth to the breeze around ; 
hopeful state of things. It seems that he did | There lurks no scent ‘neath my bodice blue, ; 


— appreciate and value his teacher’s ef- Yet I would like to do something, too!” 

io ‘a P ome yore: and h affectionate Then the Wind who had come from the heated town, 
8, expressed much regret that, as teacher | Said, « How you would cheer some hearts I have 

and “pupil, they were to be separated. After known ! 

our Sabbath teachings are ended let us stij] You could tell them of God, and his tender care, 

remember these precious ones of the Saviour’s And point them to heaven, so pure and fair ; 

fold in earnest believing prayer Not lon You could whisper, ‘ The Saviour is kind and true ; 

&i I . : g More than the flowers He loveth you /”’ 

nee, 1 received word from the employer of | 

my pupil, telling me of his hopeful couver- Then the Sunbeam came, with his glance of light— 

sion, and afterwards learned thathe had been Wherever it rested the place grew bright— 

admitted as a member of the Chereh. And he breathed, as he shone on her tender bloom, 


a “Arise and shine! for thy light is come !”’ 
Dr. James E. Ruoaps, of Germantown :| So the little Bluebell comes to you, 


ere was one point in the remarks of| To say, «Is there nothing that you can do? 





512 FRIENDS’ 


QUARTERLY MEETINGS FOR FOURTH 
MONTH, 1876. 
From New York Pocket Almanac. 
Fourth mo. ist, Honey Creek, Iowa Y. M. 
” 6th, Sandwich, New England Y. M. 
“ 8th, New Garden, North Carolina Y. M. 
- “ West Grove, Western Y. M. 
15th, Deep River, North Carolina Y. M. 
“ “Honey Creek, Western Y. M. 
19th, Farmington, New York Y. M. 
20th, Cornwall, New York Y. M. 
22d, Dover, New England Y. M. 
“Winchester, Indiana Y. M. 
“ Sand Creek, Western Y. M. 
26th, Westbury, New York Y. M. 
29th, Scipio, New York Y. M. 
“ “Goshen, Ohio Y. M. 
“ Adrian. Ohio Y. M. 
= “ Fairfield, Indiana Y. M. 
= “Blue River, Western Y. M. 
e “ Winneshiek, Iowa Y. M. 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting commences on the 17th. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe are 
to the 2oth inst. 

Another violent gale prevailed on the 14th and Isth 
around the English coast, especially on that of Cum- 
berland and Lancashire, doing much damage on land 
and sea. Details of destruction wrought by the storm 
of the 12th, both in England and on the Continent, 
continue to reach London. Mos: of the suburbs of 
Paris were more or less inundated, and all the large 
streams between that city and the eastern frontier over- 
flowed. At Liege, in Belgium, the barometer fell 
below the lowest point on record. In Germany the 


storm was terriffic, and generally on the Continent tele- | 


graph lines were damaged to an extent hitherto un- 

aralleled. On the 17th parts of Berlin were flooded. 
ft is reported that in consequence of the damage to 
telegraphs, steps have been taken to lay subterranean 
lines between Halle and Berlin, and that hereafter all 
new telegraph lines will be laid underground. 

GREAT BRITAIN.—In the House of Commons, on 
the 16th, when it was proposed to go into committee on 
the royal titles bill, the Marquis of Hartington, the 
leader of the Liberals, moved an amendment that while 
willing to consider a measure enabling the Queen to 
make an addition to her titles, the House considers it 
inexpedient to impair the dignity of the crown by the 
assumption of the title of Empress. After a debate of 
seven hours the amendment was rejected. On the 2oth, 
the bill passed in committee. 

It was announced from London on the 19th and 20th 
that all raiJroads north of the river Tay in Scotland, 
had been blocked by snow for two or three days. The 
Caledonian line near Aberdeen, was covered twenty 
feet deep, and at several points north of that place the 
telegraph lines were buried. A number of trains were 
blocked on different roads. 

FRANCE.—The Senate elected as its President, the 
Duke d’Audiffret-Pasquier, with four Vice-Presidents, 
and six Secretaries. The Chamber of Deputies chose 
M. Grevy, President, three Vice Presidents and eight 
Secretaries. This body consists of 530 members, of 
whom it is estimated 330 are republicans of all shades. 

The Ministerial statement was read in both Chambers 
on the 14th. A part of it is quoted on page 505. 

In regard to internal affairs, the Ministry foresee 
possible difficulties, but hope they will be over- 
come through confidence in the President, agree- 
ment of the Cabinet with the Chambers, and “the 
general passionate desire to see France again ren- 
dered great by liberty, order and peace.” The state- 
ment was favorably received by the republicans gener- 
ally, and on the whole, a moderate and conciliatory 
Spirit appears to prevail in the Chamber. Ona motion 
made on the 18th, that the state of siege in Paris, 
Lyons and Marseilles be immediately raised, “urgency” 
was voted by a large majority. 





REVIEW. 


The budget for 1877 has been made public. The 
revenue is estimated at $534,400,000 and the expendi- 
tures at $533,400,000. o increase of taxation is pro- 

he government will not avail itself of the 
power to borrow $8,000,000 from the Bank of France. 
On the contrary it will be able to refund $5,000,000 by 
anticipating payment. The Treasury will have com- 
pletely repaid the Bank of France by 1879, which will 
set free $30,000,000 yearly. No serious reduction of 
taxes can be proposed until this is accomplished. 

Spain.—The king and the victorious troops entered 
Madrid in triumph on the 20th. A decree has been 
issued establishing a relief fund for wounded and in- 
valid soldiers, and the families of those killed in the 
war. One year’s service is remitted for all now in the 
army, the extraordinary levy of 1874 is disbanded, and 
no conscription is to be made this year. It is thought 
the army will be reduced by 100,000 men. 

A recent royal decree permits the Carlists who have 
fled from the country since the Ist ult., to return if they 
do so within 40 days. Leaders must swear allegiance, 
but all Carlists who formerly held offices in Spain are 
excluded. It is said that the Carlisisand Liberals in the 
North are united in defence of their local fueros. These 
are certain privileges and exemptions granted to the 
Basque Provinces early in the 16th century, and which 
successive monarchs of Spain, on their accession, have 
sworn to maintain; by which a degree of religious in- 
dependence and local self government, unknown in 
other parts of Spain, is secured to the people. The 
royal generals also deprecate agitation against the fseros 
as hindering the pacification of the country; but both 
Ministerial and Liberal journals of Madrid publish 
daily attacks upon them. The government, it is said, 
desires to postpone the subject for a year, when the 
conscription, from which those provinces are now ex- 
empt, will be extended to the whole kingdom. 


DomeEsTic.—A terrific storm of wind and rain pre- 
vailed along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico on the 
19th and 2oth insts., doing great damage to the ship- 
ping and other property at New Orleans, Mobile and 
other points. Part of the suburbs of New Orleans 
were overflowed by Lake Pontchartrain, and nearly 20 
miles of the New Orleans and Mobile railroad were 
under water, stopping the trains. At Memphis, Tenn., 
ten inches of snow fell, the greatest depth ever known 
there; the heaviest previous snow-fall being about 
eight inches, in the same month last year. There was 
light snow as far south as Shreveport, La., following the 
wind and rainstorm. Snow also fell throughout Arkan- 
sas, North Carolina, Kentucky and Ohio. The storm 
advanced rapidly to the north-east, reaching Philadel- 
phia on the afternoon of the 20th. It was followed by 
a widely extended “cold wave.” The reports of the 
night of the 20th from Texas, Louisiana and Alabama, 
showed that in some places the thermometer fell below 
the freezing point, On 2tst, at Breckenridge, Minn., 
the temperature was — 30°. 

ConcRrEss.—The Senate has passed a bill fixing the 
salary of the President of the United States, after the 
present term, at the old amount of $25,000 a year; and 
the House bill appropriating $150,000 to supply the de- 





ficiency for feeding the Sioux Indians. A bill has 
been reported by the Indian Committee providing for a 
commission to induce the Sioux, if possible, to relim 
quish their title to the Black Hills. A bill to transfer 
the Indian Bureau from the Interior tothe War Depart- 
ment is pending in the House, and has been made the 
special order for the 30th inst. A motion on the 2oth to 
suspend the rules and pass a bill repealing the provision 
of the specie resumption act of last year, which author- 
izes the Secretary of the Treasury to redeem and ca- 
cel United States notes, and to sell United States bonds 
for that purpose, was lost for want of a two-thirds 
| vote; yeas 109, nays 108. 
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